A Brief History
In 2005, a group of public school parents on Capitol Hill reached out to each other to achieve common goals.  With the idea that there is power in numbers, these parents agreed to work together to make improvements in their neighborhood schools.  

At the first meeting of what is now known as the Capitol Hill Public School Parent Organization (CHPSPO), it quickly became clear that there was much to learn from each other, as well as many shared issues and concerns.

Parents and principals have continued to meet monthly since 2005, and work together to strengthen the public schools on Capitol Hill.

http://chpspo.org


CURRENT MEMBER SCHOOLS   

BRENT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

CAPITOL HILL CLUSTER SCHOOL

  - PEABODY EARLY LEARNING

  - WATKINS ELEMENTARY & MONTESSORI

  - STUART-HOBSON MIDDLE SCHOOL

ELIOT-HINE MIDDLE SCHOOL

LUDLOW-TAYLOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MAURY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MINER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

PAYNE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

TYLER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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Capitol Hill Public School Parent

Organization

MISSION STATEMENT

To promote cooperation among the parent organizations of the public schools on Capitol Hill in order to improve the education received by all children attending our schools.

December 2010

Accomplishments of the CHPSPO
School Libraries Project
Through discussions at the initial CHPSPO meetings, the idea for the School Libraries Project was born.  The CHPSPO embarked on the revitalization of libraries at eight schools in 2005 in an effort that was adopted as an initiative of the Capitol Hill Community Foundation (CHCF).  The vision, staff and financial support of the CHCF, which worked with DCPS to share resources and develop uniquely wonderful library learning environments, made this idea a reality.  Architects from the Washington Architectural Foundation gave their time and talent to design these spaces.  The CHCF and DCPS committed and raised more than $2 million; and Principals from all eight schools agreed to provide professional library/media specialists for the new libraries.

Programs for 3 Year-olds

In 2006, recognizing that many children are ready for school at age three, parents and principals alike voiced an interest in opening programs for three year-olds.  With help from then Ward Six School Board Member Tommy Wells, Brent and Maury opened programs for 3 year-olds; in 2006, Tyler opened a Spanish immersion program for 3 year-olds; in 2007 Peabody added a second 3 year-old program to the Cluster School, which has a long-established Montessori Program whose students enter at age three; Miner, Payne and Ludlow-Taylor have also opened 3 year-old programs.
Parent Involvement

The CHPSPO believes student achievement is enhanced when parents are involved.  One measure of successful parent involvement is the National PTA’s Parent Involvement School of Excellence certification.  The Capitol Hill Cluster School was recertified as a Parent Involvement School of Excellence in 2008.

Schoolyard Greening

Exciting outdoor improvements are occurring to the schools on Capitol Hill that both beautify the grounds, and provide outdoor learning environments.  Through the CHPSPO, the Capitol Hill Green Schools Initiative was formed to coordinate greening efforts and share teacher training opportunities.  Through this initiative, a storm water assessment was done for all of the schools on the Hill in 2009.
Middle School Initiative
Recognizing that strong middle schools are important to retaining families in the public school system, the CHPSPO started a Middle School Initiative in 2009. In March 2010, CHPSPO made recommendations to DCPS for ways to strengthen and improve middle school opportunities on Capitol Hill. DCPS embraced most of the elements of CHPSPO’s proposal and these recommendations are now being implemented as part of the DCPS Ward 6 Middle School Plan.  http://chpspo.org/current-initiatives/middle-school-initiative/ 






