1. GENERAL  

1.1. Definition 

The Capitol Hill Public School Parents Organization (here to for known as CHPSPO) is a voluntary, self-governing association, established as a complementary body to the parent-teacher organizations of Brent Elementary School, the Capitol Hill Cluster School (Peabody Early Learning Center, Watkins Elementary and Montessori Program, and Stuart-Hobson Museum Middle School), Eliot-Hine Middle School, Ludlow-Taylor Elementary School, Maury Elementary School, Miner Elementary School, Payne Elementary School, and Tyler School. 

1.2. Functioning 

CHPSPO shall function as an autonomous body, and its activities shall be regulated by these By-Laws within the applicable laws and regulations of the District of Columbia. 

1.3. Term 

CHPSPO is established without a definite term and may be discontinued according to the provisions of these By-Laws.   

2. PURPOSE AND METHODS  

2.1. Purpose 

The purpose of CHPSPO is to promote cooperation among the parent organizations of the public schools on Capitol Hill in order to improve the education received by all children attending our schools.  

2.2. Methods 

CHPSPO shall pursue its goals by the following methods:


2.2a. Supporting the educational programs and initiatives of its member 

schools;


2.2b. Organizing or supporting organization of extracurricular activities;


2.2c. Supporting member schools’ planning by coordination and 



investigation of parents’ and students’ opinions;

 
2.2d. Initiating projects to augment teaching and learning at member 


schools.

MEMBERSHIP
3.1 Full Membership 



3.1a. The membership in CHPSPO is voluntary and open to all PTA and 
SAB (formerly LSRT) parents, teachers and staff at member 
schools and parents formerly at member schools.  



3.1b..Membership includes the Principal and Assistant Principal of 
member schools.  



3.1c. Ex-officio membership includes the elected members of the 
District of Columbia Board of Education and the City Council 
member for Ward 6.

 

3.2 Associated Membership



3.2a.
Associated members may be any faculty and administrative 
staff of member schools and all parents of member schools’ 
students.  

3.3. Rights and Obligations of Full Members 



3.3a. Full members have one (1) vote in CHPSPO and may serve as 
Chair, Co-chair, Secretary, or Treasurer of CHPSPO. Full 
members are expected to participate on at least one (1) 
committee.

3.4. Rights of Associated Members 



3.4a.
Associated members have the right to .5 vote in CHPSPO 




according to these By-Laws. Associated members can freely 
participate in CHPSPO events and committees but can't take 
elective positions specified in these By-Laws. 

 

3.5. Termination of Full Membership

Full membership in CHPSPO can be terminated in the following cases: 



3.5a. Voluntarily upon written notice by the member;  



3.5b. In exceptional circumstances membership can be terminated  
due to serious concerns in view of CHPSPO’s reputation. 
Membership termination in such cases is performed by a vote of 
at least 2/3 majority of all members present at the CHPSPO 
session.

 

4. CHPSPO GOVERNING BODIES  

4.1. CHPSPO has the following governing bodies:


•
General Assembly (GA);


•
Executive Committee (EC).

4.2. General Assembly  


4.2a. The GA is composed of all full members of CHPSPO and has the 


following exclusive rights: 



4.2a1. Approving and changing these By-Laws; 



4.2a2. Electing the Chair, Co-chair, Secretary and Treasurer; 



4.2a3. Approving the Annual Report of the EC, as well as the 



annual plan and budget; 



4.2a4. Approving any decision for covering financial deficits; 



4.2a5. Terminating membership; 



4.2a6. Terminating CHPSPO.  


4.2b. The GA is convened by the EC at regular monthly sessions or at 


the discretion of the Chair by written invitations to all full members 

sent by post or email at least one week in advance. The 



invitations may contain agenda, proposed decisions, and nominees 


for elective positions. The EC may also convene





meetings according to the same rules.  


4.2c. GA decisions are taken by simple majority of present members 


unless these By-Laws or previous GA decision call for a qualified 


majority. Accounted for are also the votes of those full members 


who submitted written notice about their vote on agenda items.  

4.3. Executive Committee  


4.3a. The Executive Committee (EC) manages CHPSPO between GA 


meetings. 


4.3b.  The EC consists of:

· Four elected representatives of the parents

· Chair

· Co-Chair

· Treasurer

· Secretary



These are elected by the GA after nominations according to 


these By-Laws.  


4.3c. The EC is convened by the CHPSPO Chair for regular meetings at 

least once every two months. At least half of the members of 


the EC plus one should be present in order to make EC 



decisions.  


4.3d. The EC reports to the GA by Annual Report and Financial Report. 



The EC also proposes to the GA the plan and budget for the next 

year. These documents are sent to full members of CHPSPO 


together with the GA Meeting invitation.  

4.4. Elective Positions  


4.4a. Elective positions of CHPSPO may be filled by full members, 


which are not relatives among each other.  


4.4b. The Chair governs and represents CHPSPO at the GA and EC 


meetings. He/she chairs the meetings of the GA and EC.  


4.4c. The Co-chair stands for the Chair and performs other duties 


delegated by the Chair.  


4.4d. The Secretary records and distributes written notes of CHPSPO 


GA and EC meetings and other activities, maintains the CHPSPO 

website, and performs other duties delegated by the Chair.  


4.4e. The Treasurer is responsible for the CHPSPO accounts according 


to GA and EC decisions and reports on finances at CHPSPO 


meetings.  


4.4f. CHPSPO officers shall serve for one year. 

4.5. Nominations  


4.5a. Nominations for elective positions can be made by any CHPSPO 


members six weeks prior up to the date of the election by 


written notice to the CHPSPO secretary.  


4.5b. Names and biographical notes of nominees are distributed with 


the GA meeting invitation.  

4.6.Committees  


4.6a. Committees are established by GA decision, which also appoints 


a committee  Leader among the full members of CHPSPO.  


4.6b. All CHPSPO members may take part in committee activities. The 


committees may adopt their own Plans and Rules subject of 


endorsement by the EC.  


4.6c. Committee Leaders may take part in the EC meetings.
